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her losses in Italy, she welcomed the peace, though she
must have known that it had by no means terminated
the European conflict. For the belligerent rivalry
between England and France, between Austria and
Prussia was not ended; this struggle for European
supremacy was merely put to sleep for a few years
under heavy parchment documents of peace.

France had not suffered any territorial losses during
the War, but Fleury's and Belle-Isle's scheme of splitting
up Germany into small and powerless states, thus in-
creasing France's influence in Europe, had actually
decreased France's chances of competing successfully
with England as a world power. For England, in the
meantime, was gaining supremacy on the high seas and
establishing her position in North America.

Maria Theresa, and Kaunitz, who had negotiated this
peace for her, had been taught by this war that not
France, but Prussia, was now Austria's most dangerous
enemy, To combat Prussia in the future, the Maritime
Powers would no longer be such useful allies, because
obviously the next war would be fought in the centre of
Europe. The lessons Maria Theresa learned from the
Peace of Aix-la-Cbapelle first suggested to her that she
must approach France, her hereditary enemy. Frederick
of Prussia's ascendancy had completely altered the
political divisions of Europe, As Macaulay says in his
essay on Frederick the Great, " the real gainer by the
War of the Pragmatic Sanction had been neither France
nor Austria, but the upstart of Brandenburg/'